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North Lake Shore Drive Project Team:  

As civic and business leaders in the Chicago region, we recognize the critical role public transportation plays in 

shaping a healthier and more sustainable, equitable and economically vibrant region. The reconstruction of 

North Lake Shore Drive is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to “redefine the drive” and create a transportation 

corridor that prioritizes moving people rather than cars, and connects them to jobs, healthcare, retail, and other 

centers of economic activity.  

This requires creating a new Lake Shore Corridor transit service with its own dedicated lanes separated from 

car traffic, which would improve service speed and reliability and get more people riding transit.  

For Chicago to remain competitive with peer cities across the U.S. and around the world, our transit system 

must be able to accommodate continued growth. This is true on the North Side of Chicago where CTA trains are 

already overcrowded, and significant growth is expected to outstrip planned upgrades to transit capacity. 

Service upgrades and expansion are also needed on the South Side, where many residents don’t have access to 

rapid transit. We need to plan for long-term transit growth now so the system can better boost the city’s 

economy and meet the needs of all Chicagoans.  

Today, Lake Shore Drive is too often clogged with cars, most of which carry just one person. People traveling in 

packed buses are stuck in the same traffic. A new transit corridor would help retain current riders and 

encourage more people driving to switch to transit. Bus riders already account for more than 20 percent of 

users on the roadway every day while taking up a fraction of the space that cars do.  

Light rail service with far greater capacity than buses would address that growing need, and bus service with 

dedicated lanes is an effective way to create rapid transit with relatively low up-front costs.  Another option is 

having buses share lanes with carpool vehicles or vehicles that pay a toll.  While this would be an improvement 

for transit, it is not an approach that will stand the test of time because those shared lanes can become 

congested. The forward-thinking approach is a new Lake Shore Corridor transit service free from cars. 

There is sufficient space within the existing footprint of Lake Shore Drive to make these transit upgrades while 

increasing park space and access. Our preference is to upgrade transit service by converting an existing travel 

lane in each direction to a dedicated transitway. This would help us keep up with the many world class cities 

that are removing roadways from their waterfronts to improve quality of life and the character of their cities.   

Cities competing with Chicago for jobs and talent are investing their own money to upgrade and expand their 

transit systems. We can’t afford to fall behind. Creating a new transit service with its own dedicated lanes will 

make transit service faster and more reliable, creating a better service for people who already rely on transit 

while also attracting new riders who would otherwise drive. This is a positive result for employers, workers, 

tourists, and everyone traveling in Chicago.  

  



Sincerely, 

 

Active Transportation Alliance 

Environmental Law & Policy Center 

Friends of the Parks 

Illinois PIRG 

Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce 

Lakeview Chamber of Commerce 

Metropolitan Planning Council 

Midwest High Speed Rail Association 

Respiratory Health Association 

Sierra Club Illinois 

 

 

 

 


